TOWN OF WALPOLE
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

APRIL 14, 2005

Selectmen Present:
Sheldon Sawyer, Whitney Aldrich, Charles Miller

Mr. Sawyer opened the meeting at 7:30 P.M. with five people present in the audience.

PUBLIC BUSINESS:

JIM TERRELL AND WADE BROWN OF SEA RE: BRIDGE REPAIR:  The Board of Selectmen reviewed the three proposals for repairs to the Old Keene Road Bridge, Project 2003431.01.  Wade Brown advised that in the SEA report they requested obtaining bids on both the pre-cast and the cast-in-place construction.  The Town will be responsible for an additional $1,000 engineering fee if a decision is made to solicit bids for both.  There was discussion pertaining to whether the bidding should be on an either/or basis to see where the lowest bid comes in.  Wade Brown has been working with Bob Berry from the State and it is anticipated that the State will approve funding for the project to be constructed in 2008.  Bidding will be solicited during the winter season to obtain the best proposal.  
Mr. Aldrich moved to send out the bids on an either/or basis for the pre-cast or cast-in–place construction for repairs to the Old Keene Road Bridge.  Mr. Miller seconded the motion.  All in favor, so voted.

Wade Brown will prepare the contract for the Engineering Fee based on the above.
North Walpole:  Jim Terrell advised that the prep work for the sidewalks in North Walpole should be done by the end of this week and the sidewalks will be done as soon as the plant opens.  He is waiting for bids on the Main Street project.  

WALPOLE TAVERN – TABLES AND CHAIRS ON THE SIDEWALK:  Tom Bentley would like to have three or four cocktail sized tables and two chairs per table in front of the Walpole Tavern.  The bench will be removed.  The Liquor Commissioner advised that approval would be needed from the Town Board of Selectmen and the Fire Department.  There was a consensus of the Board of Selectmen to do a site visit to be sure that pedestrian traffic will not be impeded.  There is also a question of the Town’s Open Container Ordinance.

GEORGE GRAVES:  Mr. Graves is concerned that one of the culverts that goes across the Wentworth Road is plugged because the culvert from the manure pit is not deep enough; this results in water on the west side of the road.  Mr. Sawyer and Mr. Terrell will look at the area and report their findings to Mr. Graves.   

Mr. Graves would like to see the painting of the yellow lines done again.  Mr. Sawyer will talk to Mr. Terrell and the Board of Selectmen will take it under advisement.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  Mr. Aldrich moved to approve the Accounts Payable check register and manifest in the amount of $419,433.26.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.  It was noted that $374,651.56 of the above amount is for the Fall Mountain Region School District.
PAYROLL:  Mr. Aldrich moved to approve the payroll voucher for the week ending April 9, 2005, for gross wages in the amount of $15,872.03 or net wages in the amount of $8,884.54.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.
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Mr. Aldrich moved to approve the electronic fund transfer for the Withholding, MEDI and FICA taxes in the amount of $3,718.45.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.

Mr. Aldrich moved to approve the supplemental payroll in the amount of $461.74.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.

Mr. Aldrich moved to approve the supplemental electronic fund transfer for the Withholding, MEDI and FICA taxes in the amount of $76.52.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.

GRANT – J.H. DUNNING FACILITY – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT:  Mr. Aldrich moved to approve the check register and manifest for the in-and-out check for the J.H. Dunning Facility – Community Development Block Grant – in the amount of $410,000.00.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.

FOREST FIRE:  The Board of Selectmen reviewed a bill in the amount of $433.23 from the Fire Warden for a forest fire in Alstead on Cobb Hill Road.  There was a consensus to pass over this item until more information is obtained.  

HOOPER INSTITUTE:  There was a consensus of the Board of Selectmen to pass over approval of a bill for the Hooper Institute pending receipt of additional information.  
MINUTES –SELECTMEN’S MEETING- APRIL 07, 2005:  Mr. Aldrich moved to approve the Minutes of the public Board of Selectmen’s meeting of April 07, 2005, with the following correction:  Page 4, “Summer Hours”, Mr. Whitney should be changed to Mr. Aldrich.  Seconded by Mr. Sawyer.  Mr. Miller abstained as he was not present at this meeting.  With Mr. Aldrich and Mr. Sawyer in favor, the motion carried.   

DEPARTMENT / COMMITTEE REPORTS:
There were no department / committee reports available at this meeting.
ABATEMENTS:

PETER GRAVES – MAP 010-004-001 & 010-004-002:  Mr. Miller moved to approve the Abatements for Peter Graves for any and all bills as they were billed and sent incorrectly.  This is for land owned by the NH Fish & Game Land but rented to the Great Brook Farms.  Seconded by Mr. Aldrich.  All in favor, so voted.

REFUNDS:

ELLEN SHAW –PROPERTY TAX REFUND- MAP 019-073-000:  Mr. Aldrich moved to approve the Refund in the amount of $719.57 for Ellen Shaw.  This parcel was in the records as a non-buildable lot since November 1996.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.

JANELLE L. BOOTH –PROPERTY TAX REFUND- MAP 012-066-000:  Mr. Aldrich moved to approve the Refund in the amount of $5.80 for an over-payment of the Fall Property Tax for Janelle L. Booth.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.

NEW BUSINESS:

CEMETERY DEED –PAUL MASSICOTTE- DREWSVILLE CEMETERY – LOTS 229, 230, 231 & 232:  Mr. Aldrich moved to accept and sign the Cemetery Deed for Paul Massicotte for four lots in the Drewsville Cemetery.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.
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TOWN HALL COMMON USE REQUEST:  The Board of Selectmen approved a request to use the Town Hall Common for a wedding on May 28, 2005.  They have also rented the upstairs and downstairs of the Town Hall.

WALPOLE PLAYERS –UPSTAIRS REQUEST- MASKING TAPE:  The Walpole Players are rehearsing for the Old Home Days play and would like to use masking tape on the floor from April 17th to June 23rd.  The Board of Selectmen approved the request with the following conditions:  1) that it does not interfere with any rental of the upstairs Town Hall and that the tape must be removed if the renter requests it; and 2) if the finish of the floor is destroyed they will have to refinish the floor; the floor must be left in the same condition as they found it.

EAGLE PUBLICATIONS BILL – RE: KATHLEEN FOSTER:  Mr. Aldrich moved to approve and sign the letter to the Eagle-Times Publication advising that the Board of Selectmen did not authorize the advertisement from Kathleen Foster.  A copy of the letter will be sent to Kathleen Foster.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.

LETTER FROM ANTIOCH – NEW HAMPSHIRE SELECTPERSON INSTITUTE:  The Board of Selectmen acknowledged receipt of a letter from Antioch regarding the New Hampshire Selectperson Institute being offered on four Saturdays.  It was noted that the Town does not have a new Selectperson this year.

LETTER FROM MITCHELL & BATES – NEW ENGLAND POWER CO./ HOCKENSMITH INTERROGATORIES:  A letter was received from Mitchell & Bates regarding the New England Power Company interrogatories sent to them by Attorney Hockensmith.  Mr. Sawyer will do some additional research regarding this matter.  

DREWSVILLE COMMON:  Mr. Sawyer advised that there are some people who live near the Drewsville Common that would like to put a table on the Common for the community to use.  He will talk to Mr. Terrell and Ms. Patterson regarding mowing around it.  Mr. Miller suggested that the plans be written down and to have everybody that faces the Common sign it so the Board of Selectmen is sure they are aware of this request.

WHAT HAPPENED TO STAFF MEETING – WHITNEY WANTS TO KNOW:  Mr. Sawyer advised that he cancelled the Staff Meetings until further notice.  

LETTERS:

MR. & MRS. KENNETH PARROTT – RE: VETERAN’S AND ELDERLY EXEMPTION REQUEST:  Mr. Aldrich moved to approve and sign the letter to Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Parrott denying the Veteran’s and Elderly Exemption request.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.

TROY WILMOTT – HIGHWAY:  Mr. Aldrich moved to approve the letter to Troy Wilmott congratulating him and thanking him for all his time and effort in achieving the status of Road Scholar One at the University of New Hampshire Technology Transfer Center.  Seconded by Mr. Miller.  All in favor, so voted.     
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Mr. Miller moved to adjourn this meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Aldrich.  All in favor, so voted.  The time was 9:55 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Regina Borden





______________________








Sheldon S. Sawyer








______________________








Whitney R. Aldrich








______________________








Charles D. Miller

THESE ARE UNAPPROVED MINUTES.  CORRECTIONS, IF NECESSARY, MAY BE FOUND IN THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 21, 2005, SELECTMEN’S MEETING.

